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have been, at that time, the only allwoman
station of its kind in the world.

World War 11 ends
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forever. The Women's Reserve was not es-
tablished to be a permanent branch of the
service, but was intended to be activated
during the war and remain for six months
afterward.

This day fnally came for the SPARs.
They had reached the goal toward which
they and millions of other service men and
women had been working. World War il
was over.

Following V-J day in August 1945, the de-
mobilization elfort hegan and SPARs were
discharged gradually along with the reserve
mert,

Kriown also as the big day, discharge day
loomed in the distance for the SPARs, As
that day arrived for each woman, there
would be many things about the service the
SPARs would miss — comradeship; the feel-
ing of belonging, a few special friends who
shared gripes, good times and clean shirts,
and the tremendous thrill of being a part of
the nation's military forces, Arthur said.

The recruiting line the SPARs were fed
was coming true: They had made new
friends, seen new places, leared new things
and took pride in the uniform they wore.

“Along with our Gl shirts and regulation
oxfords, we were taking away many tangible
things that should be of vaiue to us for the
rest of our lives — increased tolerance, a
new sense of self confidence, a better idea of
how to live and work with all kinds of peo-
ple, and a keener recognition of our respon-
sibility as world citizens,” Arthar said.

10,000 SPARs say goodbye
to the Coast Guard

Dr-June 30, 1946, the SPAR demoblliza-
tion-completion day came and the 10,000
nembers of the Coast Guard Women's
Reserve departed the service In the same
spirit with which they entered — with patri-
otism for a country they loved and helped to
defend, and {aithfulness to thelr Coast

Guard which they served with pride and
dedication. »
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